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THE ROMAN HISTORIAN SUETONIUS 
Suetonius was a Roman historian and an official under the emperor Hadrian. In his 'Life of Claudius', 
he says (25:4): 

As the Jews were making constant disturbances at the instigation of 
Chrestus [= Christ?], he [Claudius] expelled them from Rome. 

This expulsion took place in AD 49, and is identified with the event described by Luke in Acts chapter 
18 verse 2.  

Then, in his 'Lives of the Caesars', Suetonius says (26:2) of the fire of Rome in AD 64, that: 

Punishment by Nero was inflicted on the Christians, a class of men given to 
a new and mischievous superstition. 

Although Suetonius does not provide direct historical evidence for Christ, he does provide evidence 
for the existence of a significant Christian community in the capital of the empire by the 60s AD (i.e. 
just after the end of the book of Acts).  He also provides possible evidence for the existence of a 
Christian community there as early as AD 49. 
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WHAT'S NEW ON THE SITE? 

'The Passion of the Christ' 
Mel Gibson's 'The Passion of the Christ' ignited strong feelings even before it was released, with 
some Christian and Jewish groups accusing it of anti-Semitism, while Churches block-booked tickets. 
Our review page has links to a wide range of resources, both for those who see the film and have 
questions, and for followers of Christ who want to make the most of the opportunity this film 
represents. Read more...  

Have scientists created life?  
The belief that scientists have succeeded in creating life from lifeless matter has become part of our 
current mythology. Yet the Miller-Urey experiment, on which this belief is based, never proved as 
much as was claimed for it, and is now regarded as seriously flawed. Read more...  
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